
Starbucks in our systems, 

we drove to Manitowoc 

County Ice Center for a 

few hours of ice skating.  

 

A few falls and a couple 

bruises later, we planned 

on touring the Kohler 

Design Center. Unfortu-

nately the weather didn't 

cooperate so we trav-

eled to a local budget 

theater to watch "Bee 

Movie."  

By Jenni Fields 

Much thanks and con-

gratulations go out to 

Justin Hoffman and Sean

-Pat Oswald for planning 

a successful WILS/ILS Win-

ter Reunion in snowy 

Manitowoc, WI.  After a 

few rounds of "Honey I 

Love You, but I Just Can't 

Smile," we went to work 

making scarves as a ser-

vice project. Then it was 

off to Beerntsen's for 

some delicious ice 

cream sundaes. We also 

found out how many 

WILSers can fit in a hot 

tub!  

Friday started off great 

right away. With a cup of 

 

That night we all got 

dressed up for a sit down 

dinner and speaker. 

Then we danced the 

night away at a formal 

dance with music pro-

vided by DJ   Dan 

Kender.  

Taking Manitowoc by Storm  

Meet your new alumni board! (continued on page 2)  

Upcoming Events:  

April 6: Junior Staff appli-

cation are due  

June 12 -15: Seminar at 

Carroll College  

Steve Stangel is looking 

for pictures for his slide-

show.  If you have pic-

tures from the 2007 sum-

mer or winter reunion that 

youõd like to submit, e-

mail them to :  

Scuba_steve_102@hotmail.com  
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 Hey WILSers!  It's Ashley Merten :  Your new Alumni Board President  (sorry, but 

 you'll have to put up with me for ANOTHER YEAR!)!   I can't wait for another 

 AMAZING year for WILS, so you guys better be as excited as I am!   I am a sopho-

more at UW -Madison (so for those of us who need a little help with the math, I 

attended seminar in 2004) and I'm from the booming metropolis of Mt. Calvary, 

Wisconsin.  Also, if you were wondering, my favorite food is Brussels sprouts.   As 

your Alumni President, I hope to successfully communicate between members of 

the association and the board.   I am looking forward to another year of working 

with amazing alumni, and I hope that our organization continues to grow and 

improve in the upcoming year.   With this said, feel free to contact me with any 

questions about the association; I look forward to a great year for the AA!  

We brave the cold to pose for a picture  

 



Alissa Quade  

Alumni co -advisor  

Graduate of UW Madison  

Software Implementer Epic Systems 

Corporation  

Alumni Advisor  

WILS since 1999 

Loves leadership volunteering hiking 

camping biking running and being lazy 

with my boyfriend and dog Bartlet  

Hey WILS!  I'm Samantha Toigo , the new Vice President and Director of Junior Staff.  First: TURN 

IN YOUR JS APPLICATION NOW!  Ahem.  So, I went to WILS in 2003 (Japan - and yes, I'm old), and 

I'm from Green Bay.  I'm a junior at Marquette University majoring in accounting, so I've been 

living in Milwaukee for the last few years.  I've served on the board for two years as Treasurer 

and last year as Public Relations Director, and it's been a blast - so if you get 

the chance, RUN for the WILSAA board!  My job this year is to select, train, and 

run the Junior Staff.  One of my goals is for the Junior Staff to be even closer 

than usually, especially Switzerland, which is going to be more fun and crazier 

than you've ever seen before!  I also want to find something for the Vice Presi-

dent to do every year during the "off -season" after seminar.  One crazy 

fact about me: My New Year's resolution was to "do something outra-

geous" - if you have any ideas, let me know!  

Page 2 wonderings  

Hola! My name is Steve Stangel and I am 

Member -At-Large for the WILS Alumni Asso-

ciation. I am an 18 -year -old senior at Kewau-

nee High and a 2006 ambassador from Ger-

many! As Member -At -Large my duties are 

those delegated to me by the advisor(s), 

President, or Vice President. My goal I hope 

to achieve for this year is to improve WILS by 

creating a DVD/Slideshow explaining the  

  Hey!  Iõm Becky Rupel and Iõm the 2008 WILSAA 

  P.R. Director .  Iõm a senior at Whitnall High School 

  in Greenfield, and I was a 2006 ambassador from 

  Ireland.  As P.R. Director I am mainly in charge of 

  these newsletters.  I would like to continue to add 

  new ideas and make sure the newsletters serves 

  your needs, so if you ever have anything you  would 

like to see in here please donõt hesitate to let me know!  An interesting 

(and embarrassing) fact about me is that I had my very first ambu-

lance ride a few weeks ago after I fell off the stage and into the or-

chestra pit during a mini -performance of our school musical that we 

were doing for the middle schoolers.  Fortunately I was still able to per-

formð and if nothing else, it was good publicity!  

My name is Casey Totten and I am the secretary  

for the Alumni Board.   I was a 2005 ambassador 

from the Bahamas.   I graduated from Auburndale 

High School and am a freshman attending Ripon 

College.   The main role of the secretary is to re-

cord the minutes during each board meeting.   My 

goal project is to create a more uniform format of 

the minutes for future secretaries on the board.  

Hi, my name is Meghan Obligato and I was part 

of Norway in 2005.   I'm from Wauwatosa, WI, but I go 

to school at the University of Wisconsin -Madison.   This 

year I will continue as the Treasurer.   Basically, I make 

a budget and balance my checkbook.   My favorite 

part, however, is writing the checks!   I want to work 

hard this year with the board of directors Treas-

urer.  Oh and when I was little, I wanted to be a wait-

ress when I grew up!   Let me know if you ever need 

any help, even if it isn't financially related.   I hope to 

see you all soon!  

Iõm Dan Kender and I  was first involved with WILS way back in 2000. I 

have attended the Seminar every year since, 5 years as a JS and 

now 3 times as the Facilitator of the Bahamas. I currently live in Ger-

mantown where I am a fire -fighter/EMT for the Germantown Fire 

Dept. I also work for Paratech Ambulance in Milwaukee as an EMT.  

My third job and my favorite of all my is my mobile DJ service DK En-

tertainment, you may have seen me at such events as the Seminar 

and the winter reunion.   Some of my hobbies include hanging with my 

friends, drinking coffee, working on cars, and anything involving WILS!!! 

As one of your co advisor s I am excited to work with the alumni board 

and   I have many ideas of ways I can help the Alumni Association. I 

am here to make sure we have as much fun as possible and help all 

the alumni with anything I can, I always have time for my WILS friends.  

I am Bryce Dalzin , and I am the first year liaison on the board.   I am a 2007 ambassador, and I was in the 

country of Costa Rica.   I am from West Allis ("The Dirty Dirty"), and I am a junior at West Allis  Central. I am very ex-

cited that I was elected on to the board of directors this year! As first year liaison, I plan to use my role as a learning 

experience, but also contribute my perspective (as a 2007'er) to the group.   I have a few ideas for some  volunteer 

and fundraising  opportunities for this year, and I will definitely let everyone know about details.   When I was little (as 

everyone one was playing with  GI Joes or Barbies), I was playing with office supplies.   My mom would bring home 

some paper  clips and I would go crazy.  

Meet Your  

New Board!  

yearly Seminar to students to who may be interested in joining 

this organization. I also hope to create the Alumni Association 

slideshow that was present during Seminar. I believe it has left an 

impact on ambassadors to continue to be part of this organiza-

tion. One thing that seems to surprise many people about myself 

is that I travel to various spots around the world; mainly South 

America to visit family and friends. My greatest and most un-

usual experience in my travels was when my friends threw me in 

a water fountain infested with foreign insects! I was given the 

nickname Spiderman, because I had spiders growing in my toe! 

Hasta la vista!  



I turned 18 in September of 

2007.  Like everyone does on 

their birthday, I decided to 

have a group of friends over.  I 

hadnõt really planned any-

thing.  We were just going to 

go out to dinner and then 

hang out at my house for the 

night.  Maybe play some Gui-

tar Hero and go swimming.  

You know ñ the usual summer 

stuff.  I probably invited 15 or 

20 people.  Almost everybody 

came, except one.  My friend 

Seb decided to go to a differ-

ent party.  I didnõt take it per-

sonally.  Seb was a social but-

terfly and hung out with a vari-

ety of groups of people.  That 

night the thought of Seb never 

crossed my mind.   

The next morning was a Sun-

day.  In my usual Sunday rou-

tine I woke up around 9:00, 

showered, got dressed, and 

headed to church with the rest 

of family.  About a mile away 

from the church I saw a group 

of about 7 or 8 parked cars 

and a crowd of people I knew 

on the side of the road.  It was-

nõt till later I found out that Seb 

had crashed his car the night 

before.  His car entered the 

woods on the side of the road.  

The car flipped and Seb was 

not wearing his seat belt.  As 

he was thrown out the win-

dow, the car rolled on top of 

him killing him quickly.  Seb 

had been drinking at the party 

he was attending.   

 

 

The feelings I had at that very 

moment were indescribable.  

Not more than 12 hours prior I 

was having a conversation 

with him about his plans the 

night before.   In the spring of 

last year I donned an orange 

jumpsuit from the Washington 

County Jail reflecting on how 

many lives were just changed.  

Booked for drunk driving, in 

which I killed one student and 

paralyzed another weighed 

heavy on my heart.  This was 

the role I was asked to play in 

the nationally acclaimed pro-

gram, òEvery 15 Minutesó, 

about a teenager who made 

a bad decision to drink and 

drive.  Taking on the persona 

of a bad guy was something 

uncomfortable and very unfa-

miliar to me.  I believe I was 

chosen because of the organi-

zations I am a part of.  Also Iõm 

a leader throughout the 

school in sports, organizations, 

and in the community.  It was 

a very moving and 

emotional experience 

for my entire school.  Seb 

was not the only Germantown 

student to die in a drunk driv-

ing accident.  The terrible 

memories of others were being 

remembered in everybodyõs 

mind. After losing a friend in an 

accident like that, I have 

stepped up and taken a 

prominent leadership role in 

many organizations.  The one 

organization that I am re - 
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by Bearded Sam Albiero  

minded of every single day is 

Peers for Peers. At German-

town, Peers for Peers is a group 

of 60 or so kids that live a drug 

and alcohol free lifestyle.  This 

senior year I was elected Presi-

dent of Peers.  Since then we 

have participated in so many 

more activities throughout the 

entire county.  We go to the 

middle school and teach the 

young kids about the dangers 

of alcohol and drugs.  We also 

have what seems like a non -

stop fundraiser for anything and 

everything going on in the com-

munity.  I honestly believe that if 

Seb came to my house that 

night instead of going to the 

other party, I wouldnõt have 

been as involved in Peers as I 

am now.  In a way, I thank him.  

Being alcohol and drug free 

is one of my deepest commit-

ments.  I believe that being a 

leader means being a role 

model.  If you truly are a leader 

you have to really act like one.  

�<�R�X���F�D�Q�·�W���E�H���D���O�H�D�G�H�U���E�\���G�D�\��

and a bad influence by night.  

Throughout my life, I have been 

blessed with many experiences.  

Many of which were enjoyable 

and many of which hurt, physi-

cally and emotionally.  Life is 

full of opportunities to 

grow, lead, and learn.  

The worst thing you can 

do is not notice them.   

wonderings  

Bros: Just thinking about 

you!  

ñ Cowboy  

 

Christina -  Don't you find 

wheat to be furious?  

ñ Sarah 

MO: It's all about proportion-

ality!  

ñ Cowboy  

Roomie - I don't come down 

to Burger King and tell you 

how to do your job! ñ Sarah 

Ben: I can't wait for Seminar 

2010 when we will bring 

back MexiPain!  

ñ Cowboy  

Michelle, Sarah, And 

Marcia: Here's to an awe-

some bachelorette party. 

Congrats Marcia!   

ñRhonda  

Steve: Whatcha wearin'?  

ñ Cowboy  

To Tiana Smetana and Alex 

Bowden, my Twizzler sharing 

buddies!  

ñAbbey  

Sam Toigo - I have enjoyed 

bumping into you on cam-

pus this year! It  always 

brightens my day.  

Hugs, Sarah 

To all my carpool buddies 
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looking forward to the next!  

ñ Becky  

Kyle: You're awe-

some...keep it up bro.  

ñ Cowboy  

�.�D�W�H�O�\�Q�����&�D�Q�·�W���Z�D�L�W���I�R�U��
school next year, we better 

hang out!   

ñ Becky  

 

 

 


